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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . K This communication is responsive to 23 February 2007 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in reference to response received 02 February 2003. 

Drawings 

The drawings have been approved by the examiner. 



Reason For Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The invention relates to system, apparatus and method for automatic recognition 
of compact discs or other storage media containing particular content and offering to the 
user a discount or credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the particular 
content. Applicant's invention receives an identifier which is extracted from the user's 
storage medium containing particular content through the network, upon receiving the 
identifier, user is provided with a credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the 
particular content. When the user redeems the credit, a copy of the particular content is 
sent to the user from the content distribution system through the network. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. Authorization for this examiner's 
amendment was done following a telephone interview with Arthur S Ortega (Reg. No. 
53,422) on 17 May 2007 and Natalie Morelli (Reg. No. 58,545) on 05 August 2007. 

After the examiner's amendment, amended claims will read as follows. 

Claimi: 

A method for providing content to a user in an electronic content distribution 
system that implements a network, the method comprising: 

receiving through the network an identifier extracted from for a storage medium 
containing particular content; 

providing to the user a credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the 
particular content, the credit being based on the received identifier : 

in response to receiving the redemption of credit i d e ntif i er through the network, 
sending to the user content re l at e d to tho copv of the particular content from the 
electronic content distribution system through the network , 
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Claim 11: 

An apparatus for providing particularized credit to a user in an electronic content 
distribution system that implements a network, the apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving an identifier extracted from fe^ storage medium containing 
particular content through the network, the identifier identifying the storage medium; and 

means for providing a particular credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of 
the particular content to the user based upon receipt of the identifier, wherein upon 
receiving redemption of the particular credit through the network, sending to the user a 
copy of the particular content from the electronic content distribution system through the 
network 

Claim 18 

A system for providing particularized credit to a user in an electronic content 
distribution system that implements a network, the system comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory, in operative communication with the processor, that stores 
instructions that are executed by the processor to effectuate 

receiving an identifier extracted from fof-a storage medium through the network, 
the identifier identifying the storage medium, the storage medium further containing the 
particular content, and 

providing a particular credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the 
particular content to the user the credit being based upon receipt of the identifier. 
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wherein upon receiving redemption of the particular credit through the network, sending 
a copy to the user of the particular content from the electronic content distribution 
system through the network. 

Claim 57 Cancelled 

Claim 58 Cancelled 

Claim 59 Cancelled 

Claim 60 Cancelled 



Claim 61 Cancelled 
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Regarding independent claim 1 (method claim), Claim 11 (apparatus claim), and, 
Claim 18 (system claim for the method) 

Prior art Garfinkle (US Patent 5,400,402) teaches: 

receiving through the network an identifier to identify a particular content; 
sending to the user copy of the particular content from the electronic content 
distribution system through the network . 

Prior art Garfinkle (US Patent 5,400,402) does not teach: 

receiving through the network an identifier extracted from a storage medium 
containing particular content; 

providing to the user a credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the 
particular content, the credit being based on the received identifier; 

in response to receiving the credit through the network, sending to the user copy 
of the particular content from the electronic content distribution system through the 
network. 

Prior art Rhodes (US Patent 5,051,822) teaches: 

receiving through the network an identifier to identify a particular content; 
sending (streaming) to the user copy of the particular content from the electronic 
content distribution system through the network 
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Prior art Rhodes (US Patent 5,051,822) does not teach: 

receiving through the network an identifier extracted from a storage medium 
containing particular content; 

providing to the user a credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the 
particular content, the credit being based on the received identifier; 

in response to receiving the credit through the network, sending to the user copy 
of the particular content from the electronic content distribution system through the 
network. 

Prior art Matsumura et al. (US Patent 7,151,888) teaches: 

receiving through the network an identifier to identify a particular content; 
sending (streaming) to the user copy of the particular content from the electronic 
content distribution system through the network 

Prior art Rhodes (US Patent 5,051,822) does not teach: 

receiving through the network an identifier extracted from a storage medium 
containing particular content; 

providing to the user a credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the 
particular content, the credit being based on the received identifier; 

in response to receiving the credit through the network, sending to the user copy 
of the particular content from the electronic content distribution system through the 
network. 
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Prior art Circuit City's New Video Rental Technology Faces An Onslaught Of 
Criticism teaches: 

receiving through the network an identifier extracted from a storage medium 
identifying a particular content; 

Prior art Circuit City's New Video Rental Technology Faces An Onslaught Of 
Criticism does not teach: 

providing to the user a credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the 
particular content, the credit being based on the received identifier; 

in response to receiving the credit through the network, sending to the user copy 
of the particular content from the electronic content distribution system through the 
network. 

Prior art Inoue WlPO Publication WO 9725816 A1 teaches: 

sending to the user copy of the particular content from the electronic content 
distribution system through the network; 

Prior art Inoue WlPO Publication WO 9725816 A1 does not teach: 

receiving through the network an identifier extracted from a storage medium 
containing particular content; 

providing to the user a credit usable towards the purchase of a copy of the 
particular content, the credit being based on the received identifier; 
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in response to receiving the credit through the network, sending to the user copy 
of the particular content from the electronic content distribution system through the 
network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naresh Vig whose telephone number is (571) 272-6810. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 7:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for , 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




August 13, 2007 



Naresh Vig 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



